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“Landon had a good camp. When you
bave the opportunity to keep a guy that is
6 7,260 and can catch the football, you need

todoit”
San Diego Chargers coach
Marty Schottenbeimer on former
Bear and new Charger Landon Trusty

Champs
look ready
to repeat

Kai Caddy

inally, you are holding
Fthis year’s first Echo

in your hands. I know
you can hardly contain your
excitement.

With school and The Echo
starting later this year, my
annual Gulf South Conference
football picks are alittle delayed.
Sure, I could’ve posted them on
<Getoffus.com>, the worldwide
leader in UCA sports news, but
what fun is that for all of you
who haven’t heard of our new
Internet venture? None. That's
right. So without further delay,
here is the 2005 edition of my
pre-season (well, it's still pre-
conference season for a couple
more days) GSC picks.

1. Valdosta State

It may be the easy pick, but
I don’t see anyone knocking
the Blazers off their proverbial
pedestal. Sure the GSC is going
to be insanely tough this year;
sure the Blazers lost some
key players. But you know
what? They are the defending
National Champions, and that
alone warrants my No. 1 pick.
Quarterback  Barrett Wilkes
returns after sitting out a year
to lead the Blazers. He threw
for 3,485 yards the last time he
led VSU for a season. Also, VSU
returns six starters off a pretty
stodgy defense a year ago. VSU
is 2-0 with wins over Fort Valley
State (32-10) and Albany State

(24-9).
2. Delta State
Honesty, I didn't think

the Statesmen would finish
second in the league, but that
just reinforces the fact that I'm
not as good a prognosticator
as I fashion myself to be. They
took their 16 returning starters
and marched into National
Runner-up Pittsburg (Kan.)
State’s stadium and came away
with a 41-33 win. Quarterback
Scott Eyster, who threw all
over UCA’s defense last year,
is back at the helm. Last week
the Statesmen dropped a 32-25
game to Division [-AA Texas
State. I think DSU will cause a
lot of GSC teams problems this
season.

3. Central Arkansas

Much like Delta State, the
Bears return a ton of talent on
both sides of the ball. UCA
is sort of the sleeper team, I
think, in the GSC this year
Always a solid program, this
could be the year UCA makes
a return to the playoffs. They
rolled through Eastern New
Mexico opening day 51-0,
then were handed a 35-34 loss
at Division I-AA Tennessee-
Martin last Thursday. They also
lost returning 1,000-yard rusher
Willie Hopson for three weeks
on the first play of the game.
But even without Hopson for
a few weeks, I think UCA can
get the job done. The recruiting
emphasis was defense last year,
and it appears to have paid off.
The defense is much quicker
and more athletic. The offense
shouldn’t have any problem
scoring, and with the defensive
improvement, other teams may
have problems matching UCA’s
offensive output.

4. Arkansas Tech

The Wonder Boys return just
about everyone from last year’s
two-loss playoff team. But Tech
played a weak schedule last
year, taking a little gleam off
its shiny 10-2 year. The Wonder
Boys aren’t bad by any stretch
of the imagination and will be
tested with a tougher schedule
this year. Because of the strength
of the GSC and the tougher
schedule, I think the Wonder
Boys will be on the outside
looking in come playoff time.

Four games in, men’s soccer still perfect

BY DANIEL SHEETS
Assistant Sports Editor

There’s nothing better than
young talent, and the UCA
men’s soccer team has plenty of
it. Despite having no seniors on
this year’s squad, the Bears are
off to a hot start, winning their
first four games.

UCA vs. Incarnate Word

No. 8 UCA began its 2005
campaign two weeks ago with
a 5-4 overtime victory over No.
5 Incarnate Word. UCA jumped
all over IW early, scoring three
goals in the first 15 minutes.
Junior Nick Hankins scored the
first and third goals of the flurry
with sophomore Matt Marlin
picking up the middle goal.

With 20 minutes left in the
firsthalf, the Cardinals answered
back. Fernando Jorge scored a

penalty kick goal, then Miguel
Hurtado and Michael Pena each
added goals before the end of
the half to send the teams to the
break tied at 3.

Coming out of halftime,
the Bears answered with a
quick penalty kick goal from
sophomore Jimmy Nummy. The
Cardinals quickly tied the game
for a second time with Jorge’s
second goal, ending regulation
scoring.

With IW missing Michael
Pena, who was issued two
yellow cards, UCA took
advantage of the short-handed
Cardinals in the first overtime
period. A ball was served into
the box from about 40 yards out,
and sophomore Dan Foerster
was able to collect the ball and
put it past the IW keeper to win
the game with 1:12 left in the
overtime period.

UCA vs. Northeastern State

The Bears continued their
winning ways Friday with a 6-1
drubbing of No. 25 Northeastern
State.

Hankins led UCA with two
goals and an assist.

Hankins, Nummy and
Marlin scored in the first half to
send the Bears to the break with
a 3-0 lead. In the second half,
UCA opened the floodgates with
three more goals from Hankins,
Warren Irwin and Parker
Ferebee. Richard McCreary kept
the Redmen from being shut out
with a goal that cut the UCA
lead to 4-1.

“We played well Friday,”
coach Chad Flanders said. “We
did a good job of preserving the
lead and not letting them get
back in it. We played as a team

See Men’s ¢ Page 9
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Josh Goff | ECHO
Sophomore forward Matt Marlin looks for some room to run in last
Friday’s match against Northeastern (Okla.) State. The Bears won
the match 6-1. A one-goal win at Drury Sunday makes UCA 4-0.

Southern Ark. @ UCA
Sept. 10, 2005

WHERE:  Estes
Conway, Ark.
WHEN: 6 p.m.
SERIES: UCA 36-24-5

LAST WEEK: SAU 51, East
Texas Baptist 7. Tennessee-
Martin 35, UCA 34.

RADIO: KCON  1230AM,
KUCA 91.3 FM, KABF 88.3

Stadium,

105.5 FM.
INTERNET: ucasports.com
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Bears to break in Estes vs. SAU
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BY ScoTT STIRLING
Opinion Editor

fter playing their first two games
Aaway from Conway, the UCA Bears

(1-1) will return to Estes Stadium on
Saturday to face Southern Arkansas (2-0) in
the conference opener for both teams.

“I'm very excited and I think our players
will be too,” UCA coach Clint Conque said

team.”

weeks.

of playing at home. “They’ll get a chance to
sleep in their own beds on Friday night for
the first time this year.”

UCA will face a 2-0 Mulerider team that
looks to have improved from the 5-6 squad
the Bears defeated 58-31 a year ago. SAU’s
option attack will have senior quarterback
Damian Melancon running the show. The
four-year starter had 106 yards rushing and
threw for two touchdowns in last week’s
game. Melancon completed 9 of 12 passes for
97 yards in a 51-7 victory over Division III
East Texas Baptist.

“They’ve got eight or nine starters back
from last year’s offense,” Conque said. “They
are a very, very talented offensive football

Although the Mulerider offense is filled
with familiar faces, many of the guys on the
other side of the ball haven’t been in Magnolia
very long. New defensive coordinator Jeff
Byrd, who came from Northwest Mississippi
Community College, has brought several of
his former players to SAU.

“They’ve got 10 new transfers on defense
— eight or nine of them start,”
“They’re coming from places like Ole Miss,
Mississippi State, Alabama and Texas A&M.”

The Bears will be without one of their
impact players for probably at least three
Sophomore running back Willie

Conque said.

See SAU ¢ Page 9

Mistakes cost
UCA victory

BY Kai CapDY
Sports Editor

MARTIN, Tenn. — UCA's hopes of an undefeated
season were dashed last Thursday night as a last-
second field goal landed wide leftand gave Tennessee-
Martin a 35-34 victory in front of 5,014 fans.

“We finished the game,” UTM coach Matt Griffin
said. “There were lots of big momentum swings. Both
teams fought their tails off. It’s a shame someone had

to lose that game.”

The Bears (1-1) scored the go-ahead touchdown
when Kentrel Rogers burst into the end zone on a
5-yard scamper with 2:18 left. Rogers, who had 20
carries for 116 yards and a pair of touchdowns, also
powered in for the two-point conversion to make
the score 34-28. The touchdown was set up by a
pair of passes to 6-foot-6 junior wide receiver Aaron
Fairooz from senior quarterback Chris Reil, including
a 12-yard pass on third down followed by a 24-yard

strike.

On the next possession UTM (1-0) started at its
own 35 after James Paul’s kickoff went out of bounds
at the 1. UTM moved down the field effortlessly, then
quarterback Brady Wahlberg hit Taurean Stephens on
a post route in the end zone for a 31-yard score. With

the extra point, UTM went up for good 35-34 with 54

Josh Goff | ECHO
UCA receiver Michael Norvell looks to get back

Volleyball goes 2-1
at Harding tourney

BY KRiSTEN HiLL against Southwest Baptist

AND COURTNEY RYCHTARIK despite dropping the first
Staff Writers game. They won the next three
consecutively to put away the

The Sugar Bears (4- Bearcats28-30, 30-24, 30-21, 30-

4) defeated Southwestern
Oklahoma State in the first
home match of the season on
Thursday.

The Sugar Bears swept the
Bulldogs, who are in their first
year as a volleyball program,
in three games by a score of 30-
15, 30-20 and 30-22.

“It was a good home
opener,” senior outside hitter
Stefanie Sloan said. “The fans
were really great and we are
hoping to get a lot more people
in the crowd this season.”

25.

The next day, UCA fell
to Alabama-Huntsville but
bounced back to defeat
Valdosta State in three games.

Prior to last week’s action,
the Sugar Bears got the Steven
McRoberts era going at the
Missouri Southern Invitational
August 26-27, where they went
1-3. They defeated Missouri
Southern in four games but
lost to Northwest Missouri,
Pittsburg State and Emporia
State.

Both Sloan and sophomore “We were really
Leah Thompson led the Sugar ~ competitive in the Missouri
Bears offensively with nine Southern Invitational,”

kills each against the Bulldogs.

The Sugar Bears followed
that up with a trip to Searcy
to take part in the Harding
Classic on Sept. 2-3, where
they won two of three matches.
UCA took the first match

McRoberts said. “We played
four teams that placed in the
top 10 last year and we were
really competitive against all
of them.”
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The UCA women’s soccer team celebrates a 5-3 victory over Northeastern (Okla.) State with former

teammates last Friday. The Bears are 2-0 so far on the young season.

Women's soccer gets 2 wins

SpeciAL 1o THE EcHo

Five different players scored
goals for Central Arkansas as
the Bears defeated Northeastern
State 5-3 in women’s soccer at
Farris Field on Friday afternoon.
UCA is off to a 2-0 start for just
the second time in program
history. The Lady Reds fall to 1-1
on the year.

The Bears jumped out to a 4-0
lead in the first 55 minutes of the

game. Junior Rachael Anderson
netted her first career goal on a
pass from Kati Tamanaha in the
27th minute. Tamanaha scored
her team-leading third goal of
the year in the 30th minute on a
pass from senior Kelsy Milstead
to give the Bears a 2-0 advantage
at halftime. Senior Mandy Pfister
scored in the 48th minute and
Milstead scored in the 55th
minute with an assist from junior
Lauren King.

Northeastern State cut the
game to 4-3 after two goals from
Charlotte Dinsdale, one of which
was a penalty kick, and a score
from Brittany Coursey in the 71st
minute. King scored the final goal
of the game in the 87th minute to
give the Bears the 5-3 win.

Chelsey Hill recorded eight
saves for NSU and freshman
Heather Joye came up with four
for the Bears. UCA outshot the
Lady Reds 22-10.

SAU ¢ From Page 8

Hopson will not play due to
a MCL sprain suffered in last
week’s game. Kentrel Rogers,
who was sharing time with
Hopson in the backfield, will
get the bulk of the carries in the
coming weeks.

Freshman Derrick McKenzie
will move up to the second on

the depth chart.
Che Jones, who missed
last week’s game due to

complications stemming from
Crohn’s disease, is expected to
be back on the field this week.
Redshirt freshman
quarterback  Nathan Brown
played three series in relief of

starter Chris Reil in last week’s
game and Conque says Brown
will continue to see some playing
time.

“He’s doing some really good
things and Chris is doing some
really good things,” Conque
said.

“I'm very happy with
Nathan’s progress, and I think
that we'll need both of them on
Saturday night.”

The kicking game was an
issue against UTM with senior
Garrett Morgan missing a 41-
yard field goal that would have
put UCA ahead in the final
seconds of the game.

Conque stressed the need for
a more consistent kicking game.

Sophomore placekicker James
Paul, who has showed a strong
leg in practice and on kickoffs,
could see an increased role soon.

“We’re gonna have some
competition there this week and
go from there,” Conque said.

Conque commented on how
tough the Gulf South will be this
year, saying he’d be shocked if
any team went undefeated in
conference play this season.

And the gauntlet starts this
week.

“You'd like to get started on a
positive note at home,” Conque
said. “We know we’ve got our
work cut out for us and we’ll
have our hands full this week.”

Men’s ¢ From Page §

and attacked well.”

UCA vs. Drury

UCA ran the winning streak
to four Sunday as they slipped
past the Panthers 1-0.

Nummy scored the game-
winning goal with just three
minutes left in the game.

“Drury did a good job
defending us,” Flanders said.
“We had early opportunities
with Hankins and Marlin that
just didn’t materialize. In the
second half, Drury adjusted well
to us. Justin Berkeley had a good
game against Drury. He created
a lot of opportunities for us and
gave good effort.”

The Bear defense put together

another  solid  performance,
earning sophomore keeper Ian
Goodman the first shutout of the
year for UCA. The Bears out-shot
Drury 11-4.

“The game tape from last
week helped us outalot. Wemade
less mistakes this weekend,”
he said. “Our markings were
better. Dylan Vedral had a better
weekend, and Michael Gerrard
had a good weekend in the back
line. We've taken steps forward
and improved, but thereis always
room for more improvement.”

UCA vs. St. Edward’s

The Bears scored two goals
in the last minute to sneak past
St. Edward’s 2-1 for the Bears’
second win of the season.

With nine seconds left in
the game, Wade Luethy beat

V’'Ball « From Page 8

After their performance in
Missouri, McRoberts expressed
a positive outlook about the
rest of the season. “Pre-season
we were picked fifth, but if we
play to our potential I think we
will definitely make it to the
conference [tournament],” he
said.

Senior middle blocker Sallye
Cockrell, who was second on the
team in blocks a year ago, also
expressed enthusiasm about
the upcoming season. “We have
strong players on the team and
we will be able to prove ourselves
in the region,” she said.

Last season’s top blocker,
Camila Scapini, will miss this
season due to a knee injury.

Caddy ¢ From Page 8

5. North Alabama

The Lions are as athletically
gifted as any team in the GSC.
They were ranked as high as
No. 6 in the nation last year and
return seven starters on offense.
It's hard to tell how they will
do. They could surprise a lot of
people, or they could fold up
as they did down the stretch
last year. If they play to their
potential every week, they could
beat just about anyone, but my
guess is they won't.

6. Southern Arkansas

The Muleriders could shock
some folks this year. After
a couple of lean years, the
Muleriders hope to get back
into the elite in the GSC. They’re
poised to do so with several
players returning from a team
that finished a promising 5-5
last year. Unfortunately, this is
probably a bad year to have a
talented squad, as the rest of
the GSC appears to be just as
stacked.

7. Harding

The Bisons return all but one
starter on defense and eight on
offense. The team finished 6-5last
year, and with that experience
could be poised for a great run.
But, much like SAU, this is a bad
year to have your best team in
a while since it might not mean
jack.

8. Henderson State

The Reddies are one team
that doesn’t return much. Mostly
becausenew coachScottMaxfield
brought in 55 transfers and
recruits, including quarterback

Dane King. King was a starter at
Baylor, the pride of the Big XII, a
year ago. The better athletes may
result in a couple more wins for
the Reddies, but I think they’re
still a year or two away from
having a stellar season.

9. Ouachita Baptist

The Tigers have a bunch of
starters coming back and have
some talent at the skill positions,
particularly running back Josh
Holcomb and the dangerous Don
Rich, who had nearly 600 rushing
yards and 500 receiving yards a
year ago. But the returners are
coming off a 2-7 season. Not
exactly the winning tradition
that'll catapult you to the top of
the GSC.

10. West Georgia

The Braves gained a spot on
my poll by losing by just four
points to No. 6 Carson-Newman
last weekend. UWG (formerly
SUWG) probably isn’t that good,
but if they can compete with
them, they can probably knock a
few teams off in the GSC.

11. Arkansas-Monticello

New coach Gwaine Matthews
is fired up about turning the Boll
Weevils around. It looks like
to me, if anyone can turn them
around Matthews will do it. Too
bad it won't be this year.

12. West Alabama

Poor Tigers.

Larry G. Acklin Funeral Home-
Conway has a part-time position
for a college student 15-20 hours

per week answering telephone,
typing & filing.
501-327-1124

Hilltopper defenders to a loose
ball in the penalty box and hit a
liner past the SEU keeper for the
game winner.

On Sunday, Sept. 11, UCA
takes on Tampa in Boca Raton.

“This coming up weekend is
very important to us,” Flanders
said. “Lynn and Tampa are in-
region teams and we’ve got to
play well against them.”

SKYHAWK DOWN

Josh Goff | ECHO
UCA linebackers Kelvin Horne (23) and Quentin Maxfield (57), UCA’s leading tacklers, prepare to
pounce on Tennessee-Martin quarterback Brad Wahlberg in last Thursday’s 35-34 loss.

We Major.

&cho Sports

getoffus.com

Applications
due today by NOON!

Get your application and turn it
in at Student Center Room 207.

Thank you for your support &
continuous help during Welcome Week!

UCA FA.S.T. MOVERS

Deane Amyx
Jane Andis
Phil Bartos

Donna Bowman
Steve Butcher
Pat Cantrell
Carole Carter

Chris Collins

Mark Cooper
Joe Darling

David Dennis

Wendy Dodge
Mary Kay Dunaway
Mary Edwards

Ron Edwards

Donna Foss

Jeannine Hamilton

Rose Hamilton
Cheryl Hanna
Micah Hanna
Ronz Hanna

Neil Hattlestad

Crystal Hill
Wendy Holbrook
Doug Isanhart
Tommy Jackson
Kasi Jones
Patty Kohler
Anna Lacy
Larry Lawrence
Rick McCollum
Ron McGaughey

Elaine McNiece
Ernie Ness
Jeff Pitchford
Reesa Ramsahai
Becky Rasnick
Rick Rasnick
Gary Roberts
Sally Roden
Jane Simonsen
Terry Starnes
Jayme Stone
Charlotte Strickland
Richard Tarkka
Charlie Wood
Mary Wood
Dong Xie

FACULTY LEAD SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS

Amy Amy
Mike Augspurger
Phil Bartos
Donna Bowman
Carole Carter
Jim Deitrick
Pat Desrochers
Sondra Gordy

Doug Isanhart
Carolyn Kelley
David Kim
Peter Mehi
Lisa Mongno

John Rohweder
Mimi Rohweder
Jane Simonsen

REFRESHMENT STATIONS

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Alumni Association
Apostolic Students for Christ

Catholic Campus Ministries
Missionary Baptist Student Fellowship

Old Navy
Panhellenic

Peace Lutheran Church

Second Baptist Church

Woodland Heights Baptist Church

Philip Spivey
Chris Springer
Jayme Stone
David Welky
Julia Winden Fey
Jeff Young

Alpha Phi Alpha

Alpha Sigma Alpha
Alpha Sigma Tau
Baptist Collegiate Ministry
Central Arkansas Community Church

Chi Alpha
Delta Zeta

First Presbyterian Church

e Academy Sports of Little Rock
e Aramark
e Bear Den
¢ Calendar Office
e Carpet Center
e Chick-Fil-A
¢ CiCi’s Pizza
e Cingular
e Conway Classic Touch
e Counseling Center
e Domino’s Pizza
e EL Cosmetics
e EM Jeans
¢ Firehouse Subs
e Game Force
e Greek Alley
¢ Housing and Residence Life
e HPER Center Staff
e Lefler’s
e Maggie’s Cookies
e Maurice’s
e Merle Norman
¢ Office of Career Services/
Cooperative Education
e Office of Greek Life
e Office of Health & Wellness
Promotion
¢ Pinnacle Brass
Larry Jones
Jeff Robinson
Brent Shires
Denis Winter
Louis Young
* Quizno’s
e Randy’s
e Randy’s Athletics
e Registrar’s Office
¢ Residence Hall Association
¢ Reynolds Performance Hall & Ida
Waldron Staff
¢ Sally’s Beauty Supply
* Smitty’s
¢ Smoothie King
e Steve Lance
¢ Student Activities Board
e Student Center Staff
e Student Government Association
¢ Student Health Services
e Sun Ray’s Tanning
e Uncle Albert’s
¢ Undergraduate Studies

OPENING DAY SUPPORT

Kappa Sigma
Second Baptist Church
Sigma Kappa
Sigma Nu
Sigma Phi Epsilon
Sigma Sigma Sigma
Sigma Tau Gamma
Zeta Phi Beta
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still potent with Kentrel Rogers
fullbacks, who can be used in
the passing game. SAU relies
mostly on the running of D.D.
Damian Melancon in its option

team with 184 rushing yards.

game than the entire SAU
corps has all season. With
Fairooz, Mike Norvell and the
expected return of Che Jones,
UCA has a marked advantage
at the receiver position.
Torrance Hoye leads the
Muleriders with 6 catches for
94 yards and 1 touchdown.

stark contrast in offensive
philosophies. SAU has allowed
fewer sacks but has attempted
less than half the number of
passes as the Bears. The SAU
line has paved the way for 628
rushing yards and an average potentially lethal ground game.
of 5.1 yards per carry. UCA has Ford and Mills have combined
310 rushing yards, 4 a carry.

probably run it better. Still yet,
with Jacob Ford and Greg Mills
(this week’s defensive player
of the week) anchoring the
line, the Bears should be able
to neutralize the Muleriders’

for 17 tackles and 3 sacks.

UCA’s two leading tacklers,
have combined for 30 tackles.
Ryan Taylor has chipped in

9 tackles for the Bears. SAU
has two LBs on the GSC Top
Newcomers list: Derrick Harris,
who has 9 tackles (2.5 for loss)
and 1 sack, and Keon Phillips,
who has 3 tackles on the year.

SAU with 10 tackles.

GSC selection Cory Cangelosi
and Jasper Johnson. In two
games, UCA has allowed just
189 passing yards, giving up
just 1 yard to ENMU. SAU has
allowed 313 passing yards,
giving up 12 yards per catch.
CB Demarea Caldwell leads

UCA kicking game is bordering
on being a liability. The Bears
are also giving up 23.8 yards
per kick return while SAU
allows 18.1. On the flip side,
the Bears have only given up
3 yards on punt returns. The
Muleriders have yet to attempt
a field goal on the season.

Rogers’ 20 carries: just hard work

BY JosH Gorr
Sports Editor

The head coach said he did
“yeoman’s work.” His position
coach called him a warrior.
Kentrel Rogers didn’t think a
whole lot of it.

In last week’s 35-34 loss at
Division I-A A Tennessee-Martin,
Rogers was given the chore of
shouldering the entire running
load after fellow back Willie
Hopson suffered a knee injury
on the game-opening kick return.
He took the handoff 20 times,
rushing for 116 yards. He didn’t
stop there, as he came out of the
backfield to catch four passes
for 46 yards. Along the way he
picked up 14 of UCA’s points,
rushing for a pair of touchdowns
and a two-point conversion. In
all, he averaged 6.8 yards per
touch and did everything in his
power to keep the Bears in the
game without getting any chance
at a break.

“It really wasn’t that hard
at all,” he said. “Any time you
take a great amount of carries,
it’s going to have some wear and
tear on your body, but you've
got to dig deeper and just work
hard.”

The Bears needed Rogers to
work extremely hard against the
Skyhawks and will continue to do
so with Hopson and Ross Brown
out of commission and transfer
Derrick McKenzie still getting
his feet wet. That situation is just
fine by Rogers.

“That's what I'm here for,”
he said. “I'm a senior. I'll do

Josh Goff | ECHO

Senior running back Kentrel Rogers takes off on one of his 20 carries in last Thursday’s game with Ten-
nesse-Martin only to be met by three UTM defenders. Rogers had 116 yards and two touchdowns.

whatever they need me to do.
I'm prepared for it. I just have
to give it 100 percent. Whenever
they call my number I have to
make it happen.”

In spite of the loss, Rogers
said he saw plenty of encouraging
things in the UTM game.

“It's always tough losing
any game, but we fought,” he
said. “I'm proud of the guys. We

all played hard and showed a
lot of heart. We could’ve folded
up a long time ago when things
started going bad and gave in
— but we fought. I'm proud of
these guys. I guess you can say it
kind of hurts in a good way.”
The focus now turns to Gulf
South Conference play and
Southern Arkansas. With no time
to dwell on the loss, the Bears

must use it as a motivational
tool.

“I think it's going to make
us realize some things,” Rogers
said. “We're going to bounce
back and come to work next week
and work harder. There were a
lot of positive things and some
negative things, but those things
are correctable. I feel good. We're
gonna go get these guys.”

Cangelosi’s Katrina Concern:
When Hurricane Katrina swept
through the south and ravaged the
gulf coast, several UCA players
were left wondering about their
families and their homes. Included
in those is senior safety Cory
Cangelosi, a native of Mandeville,
La. Mandeville is located just
across Lake Pontchartrain from
New Orleans, with Mandeville on
the north shore and New Orleans
on the south side.

While things have been dire
for countless people, things are
relatively fine for Cangelosi and his
family.

“My family is out and safe,” he
said. “And from what | hear, our
house isn’t too bad off. No trees
had fallen on it, and the floodwater
was down so my brother went and
checked it out. We’re a little bit
above the lake and sea level, so we
were fortunate.”

The biggest effect from Katrina
on the Cangelosi family came at
the expense of Cory’s grandfather’s
house.

“My grandfather lives in Metairie
[northwest of New Orleans, closer to
Lake Pontchartrain] and his house
is under water. But he got out, and
everybody’s safe in Baton Rouge or
Mississippi, and that’s the important
thing. Stuff can be replaced.
It's really not that important. My
treasure is in Heaven.”

Hopson Hobbled:

Sophomore  running  back
Willie Hopson, who led the league
in rushing as a freshman in 2003
with 1,157 yards before sitting out
in 2004, had his comeback derailed
on the opening kickoff against
Tennessee-Martin last Thursday.
On the return, Hopson planted
to make a move and was hit low,
resulting in a Grade Il sprain of the
medial collateral ligament (MCL).
The MCL is the main stabilizing

UCA football notes

— Compiled by Josh Goff

ligament on the inside of the knee.
Hopson is expected to miss two to
three weeks.

Fairooz The Freak:

Junior wideout Aaron Fairooz
broke the UCA single-game
receptions record against the
Skyhawks, hauling in 13 to break
his own record of 12 set last year in
a loss against UA-Monticello. UCA
lost the two games by a total of four
points.

Fairooz, listed at 6-foot-6 and
212 pounds, has been clocked
at sub-4.4 times in the 40-yard
dash. The junior receiver finished
last season as the team leader
in receiving yards (778) and
touchdowns (8), yet his stature and
talents had been lost on most folks
in the press box at Hardy Graham
Stadium at UTM. Superlatives
such as “beast” and “giant” were
tossed around by the unacquainted
in describing Fairooz, but the best
came when one Tennessee-based
reporter was asked to identify
Fairooz and responded with “the
big 6-10 white guy.” While that
may be hyperbole with Fairooz’s
174 yards and touchdown, UTM
coach Matt Griffin might think it an
understatement.

You Don’t
Throwback:

Because for the SAU game
this weekend, UCA officials hope
you will be set on your white tee.
Saturday’s game is being dubbed
“White-Out Night”, and the goal
is to have the crowd decked out
entirely in — you guessed it — white.
Special commemorative shirts will
be available at the game for $3,
or you can trade in a shirt from
another school and receive your
UCA “White-Out Night” shirt free
of charge. You can get a circle,
but not a v-neck on your white tee.
Remember: everyone wear white
tee, ‘cuz they can afford it.
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seconds left.

The Bears had one final shot
after the UTM score. Two more
receptions by Fairooz, who had
a UCA single-game record 13
catches (and 174 yards), moved
the Bears to within field goal
range.

On first down with 25 seconds
left, coach Clint Conque elected

to try for the field goal. Garrett
Morgan’s 41-yard attempt
landed well wide and short.

“We just made too many
mistakes tonight,” Conque said.
“Sacks hurts us. The fumble on
a sack hurt us. The interception
for a touchdown hurt us. The
missed extra point hurt us.”

After a 15-yard Rogers
touchdown in the first quarter, a
bad snap on the extra point made

itjust 13-7 in favor of the Bears.

After the missed PAT, UTM
scored another touchdown and
converted the kick to make it 14-
13. The Bears coughed it up on
the next possession when Reil
had the ball knocked free on
a sack. UTM went on to score,
taking a 21-13 lead.

Down 21-19 at the half,
UCA came out in the second
half seemingly more inspired.

The Bears forced the Skyhawks
to punt on their first two
possessions of the third quarter.
UCA took over and had a solid
drive going, moving down to
the 25-yard line before Reil had
a pass picked off and returned 80
yards by Jack Greenwood for a
score, giving the Skyhawks a 28-
19 edge.

“There’s nobody to blame,”
Conque said. “Obviously it

hurts. But we competed well in
the second half.

“I thought they competed
harder than we did in the first
half.

“We talk about protecting
the football before every game
and we talk about preventing big
plays. Well, they hit the open post
for a touchdown, and offensively,
we didn’t protect the ball.”

Running back Willie Hopson

was injured on game’s first
kickoff return.

“Obviously  that hurts,”
Conque said. “But I think
other people really stepped up
and played well. Kentrel did
yeoman'’s work tonight.”

Reil was 24-0f-31 with one
touchdown and 342 yards in his
first loss as a UCA starter. He was
sacked five times and threw one
interception.
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